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MESSAGE BY H.E. WAMKELE MENE

It is a significant honour to co-host, with the
Government of Ghana, the inaugural Creatives
Connect Africa, an AfCFTA Forum and Festival on
Tourism, Creative and Cultural Industries, in
Accra, Ghana. We convene today to
acknowledge the vast potential of Africa in

these domains and to transform our
commitments under the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) into tangible investments
and employment opportunities.

| would like to commend the Government of
Ghana, through the Black Star Experience

Secretariat, and the Africa Tourism Partners for

H.E. Wamkele Mene their outstanding contributions to the

Secretary-General of the organization of this event, which strives to

AfCFTA Secretariat promote the creative industries as fundamental

drivers of economic transformation.

Creatives Connect Africa 2025 is focused on the film, music, and fashion sectors,
which exemplify our creative capabilities and entrepreneurial spirit. These industries
are essential for socio-economic development and cultural exchange. The success
of Africa’s creative sectors, particularly through platforms such as TikTok and
YouTube, illustrates the potential for enhancing intra-African trade and generating
employment.

The AfCFTA Protocol on Trade in Services outlines a strategic framework for market
liberalization and collaboration, fostering an environment in which service providers
can operate efficiently across borders. This Forum and Festival will serve as a
catalyst for this transformation, fortifying Africa’s creative economy.
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Introduction

The inaugural edition of Creatives Connect Afrika: An AfCFTA Forum and Festival on
Tourism, Creative, and Cultural Industries is being held under the auspices of His
Excellency John Dramani Mahama, President of the Republic of Ghana, and the
leadership of His Excellency Wamkele Mene, Secretary-General of the AfCFTA
Secretariat.

Why Creatives Connect Afrika?

The AfCFTA Secretariat in collaboration with the Black Star Experience (BSE)
Secretariat under the Office of the President of Ghana, His Excellency John Dramani
Mahama, and Africa Tourism Partners (ATP) brings you Creatives Connect Afrika, an
AfCFTA Forum and Festival on Tourism, Creative & Cultural Industries, designed to
spotlight Africa’s creative and cultural industries, particularly film, music, and
fashion as powerful engines for trade, cross-border collaboration, and continental
integration under the AfCFTA agenda.

Creatives Connect Afrika provides a strategic platform where creatives, investors,
industry leaders, and policymakers converge to identify barriers, propose solutions,
and catalyse partnerships that help unlock the full economic potential of Africa’s
cultural and creative value chains.

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Secretariat is a continental
institution established in August 2020 to administer and implement the AfCFTA
Agreement, the African Union’s flagship initiative for deepening economic
integration, that creates a single African market for goods and services, supported
by free movement of businesspersons, capital and investment. The Secretariat
drives policies, negotiations, and frameworks that remove barriers to intra-African
trade, harmonise regulations, and create opportunities for businesses and creatives
to scale across the continent. By promoting industrialisation, services, and
investment, the AfCFTA is shaping Africa into a single market and positioning the
creative industries as a driver of growth, jobs, and cultural exchange.
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Africa Tourism Partners (ATP) is a Pan-African tourism advisory, strategy, and
investment facilitation firm headquartered in Johannesburg, South Africa. ATP
specialises in tourism development, destination marketing, MICE (Meetings,
Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions), and training programmes for
governments, private sector, and tourism boards across the continent. Widely
recognised for convening the annual Africa Tourism Leadership Forum (ATLF) and
Awards and having established an extensive network of tourism stakeholders, ATP
creates platforms for thought leadership, policy dialogue, and business networking
within Africa’s tourism and creative industries. Its work empowers destinations and
brands to leverage Africa's unique cultural and natural assets, enhance
competitiveness, and foster inclusive growth.

.

BLACK STAR
Sfprinee

The Black Star Experience (BSE) is a strategic initiative under the Office of the
President of Ghana designed to position the country as Africa’s leading cultural,
tourism, and creative hub. Through a mandate that blends cultural diplomacy,
creative industry development, and nation branding, the BSE Secretariat works to
amplify Ghana's unique identity on the global stage. By creating high-impact
platforms and forging partnerships across the arts, music, fashion, film, and tourism
sectors, BSE seeks to tell Ghana's story in compelling ways that resonate with both
local and international audiences. At its core, BSE is a bridge between Ghana and
the world, engaging the African diaspora, global partners, and domestic
stakeholders to build meaningful connections that drive investment, tourism, and
cultural exchange.
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The inaugural edition of Creatives Connect Afrika will run from 24 to 26 November
2025 in Accra, Ghana, hosted at the La Palm Royal Beach Hotel. Ghana is slated to
host the Forum & Festival for three years before it rotates to another African country.

What to Expect

Over the three days, the forum participants can look forward to a rich programme
involving the following and so much more!

DAY ONE

- Rich Masterclasses on the Fashion, Film and Music Industries
- Networking lunch
- Networking Cocktail Accra by Night

DAY TWO

-Opening Ceremony and Presidential Session
-High-level Panel Sessions on the Creative Economy
-Film Screenings

DAY THREE

-Plenary Sessions Creative Sessions

-Panel Discussions on the Creative and Cultural Industries
-Fashion Displays

-Cultural & Music Festival
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08:00 AM -

09:00 AM
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Registration and Accreditation of participants

09:00 AM -
09:30 AM

OPENING SESSION
- Introduction and Welcome
Message by AfCFTA
Secretariat

- Message by Africa Tourism
Partners

- Message by Black Star
Experience

SESSION1

MASTERCLASS ON FILM

- Ms. Emily Mburu-Ndoria -
Director of Trade in Services,
investment, Intellectual
Property Rights & Digital Trade
(DTIID), AfCFTA Secretariat,
Ghana

- Mr. Kwakye Donkor - Chief
Executive Office Africa Tourism
Partners, South Africa

- Mr. Rex Owusu Marfo -
Co-ordinator Black Star
Experience, Ghana

BOOSTING AFRICA'S FILM INDUSTRY PRODUCTION THROUGH THE AfCFTA

09:35 AM -
10:00 AM

SCENE SETTING PRESENTATION

Leveraging AfCFTA to strengthen
the film value chain in Africa -
From audio-visual services to
live-events value chain (MICE,
tourism and conferencing
services) recreational services,
artist mobility, carnet
schemes/customes, and the
evolving policy and regulatory
landscape.

Mr. Fela Oke — Founder & CEO of
Hyphen8 Media Partners, Nigeria
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10:00 AM - PRESENTATION 1 Mr. Joel 'Kachi Benson - Award
10:25 AM winning Documentary Filmmaker
Deep dive into the business of | VR Creator, Nigeria
Africa’s film industry - Insights
into film trade, infrastructure,
cross-border production, content
development, financing vehicles,
digital streaming and distribution
channels opportunities
10:25 AM - PRESENTATION 2 Ms. Maureen Esther Fondo, Head
10:50 AM Copyright and Related Rights,
Spotlight on Intellectual Property ARIPO, Zimbabwe
Rights -  Harnessing the
intellectual property rights for
African Creative and Cultural
Industries commercialisation.
10:50 AM - Questions and Answers Programme Director -
11:20 AM Emmanuel Sarpong,
Member, Film Producers
Association of Ghana
11:20 AM - Networking Tea Break All Participants
11:35 AM

SESSION 2

MASTERCLASS ON FASHION
FASHIONING INTRA-AFRICAN TRADE: FROM COTTON TO THE RUNWAY

11:40 AM -
12:05 PM

SCENE SETTING PRESENTATION

Growing from emerging to
Industry Power Players -
Exploiting Cross-border trade in
garments, and strategies for
market access within the AfCFTA
framework.

Ms. Makeba Boateng - Founder,
Fashion Forum Africa, Ghana
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12:05 PM - PRESENTATION 1 Ms. Koketso Chiepe - Fashion
12:30 PM Designer, Botswana

Shaping Tomorrow’s Fashion
Industry in Africa - Examining
commercial viability and
interconnectedness of African
fashion, cultural heritage, film,
music, and tourism value chains.

12:30 PM - PRESENTATION 2 Ms. Daphine Lekipaika - Trade in
12:50 PM Services Expert, AfCFTA
AfCFTA - The gateway to Secretariat, Ghana

business growth and pathways
through a unified and diversified
market for Africa’s fashion

industry
12:50 PM - Questions and Answers Programme Director: Mr. Francis
13:20 PM Doku, West Africa Director, Africa
Tourism Partners
13:20 PM - NETWORKING LUNCH

14:30 PM

SESSION 3

MASTERCLASS ON MUSIC
SOUND BORDERS: AMPLIFYING TRADE IN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY UNDER THE AfCFTA

14:30 PM - SCENE SETTING PRESENTATION Ms. Khadijat ElI-Alawa - Head of
14:55 PM Music & Talent for AfroFuture,
AfCFTA - An unexplored unified Ghana

and larger market for digital
distribution and cross-border
collaboration for Africa’s Music
Industry
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14:55 PM - PRESENTATION1 Mr. Ruddy Kwakye - CEO,
15:15 PM Republic of Amusement, Ghana
The Value of Digital Platforms -
The strategic pathway for global
reach, music building brand
equity and commercialisation
15:15 PM - Questions and Answers Ms . Beatrice Chaytor - Senior
15:40 PM Expert - Trade in Services,
Directorate of Trade in Services,
Investment, IPRs and Digital
Trade, AfCFTA Secretariat

SESSION 4
MASTERCLASS ON FINTECH REVOLUTION AND FINANCIAL INCLUSION

15:40 PM - SCENE SETTING PRESENTATION Mr. John Sande - Chief Operating
16:05 PM Officer, Mediakits.io, Kenya

Fintech Revolution - From new

revenue streams to transparent

payments for African creatives

ecosystem
16:05 PM — PRESENTATION 1 Ms. Huguette Umutoni, Creative
16:25 PM Economy and Global

Financial Inclusion - Supporting Partnerships Leader, Rwanda

financial inclusivity for the African

creative economy
16:25 PM - PRESENTATION 2 Ms. Mariam K. A-Buahin, Chief
16:45 PM Operating Officer, Akuna Group

Digital payments - Delivering

innovative digital financial

services to create access to the

global creative economy
16:45 PM - Question and Answers Programme Director: Ms.
17:15 PM Briggette Harrington - CEO of

Igire & AfCFTA Trading Company,
Rwanda
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17:30 PM - Concluding Remarks Mr. Rex Owusu Marfo -
17:40 PM Coordinator, Black Star
Experience, Office of the
Presidency, Ghana

17:30 PM - Call-to-Action and Way Ms. Emily Mburu-Ndoria -
17:40 PM Forward Director, DTIID, AfCFTA Secretariat
17:55 PM - Accra By Night

19:30 PM
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08:00 AM - Registration and Accreditation of participants
09:00 AM
OPENING CEREMONY
09:00 AM - - Message by Black Star - Mr. Rex Owusu Marfo -
09:45 AM Experience, Office of the Coordinator, Black Star
President of the Republic of Experience
Ghana
- Mr. Kwakye Donkor - CEO,
- Message by Africa Tourism Africa Tourism Partners, South
Partners, South Africa Africa
- Message by The European - H.E. Jonas Claes - Deputy
Union Head of Delegation/Head of
Political Section, EU
- Welcome Message by Ministry Delegation, Ghana
of Tourism, Culture, and
Creative Arts, Ghana - Hon. Abla Dzifa Gomashie -
Minister of Tourism, Culture,
- Solidarity Message by Ministry and Creative Arts, Ghana
of Trade, Agribusiness &
Industry, Ghana - Hon. Elizabeth Ofosu-Adjare -
Ministry of Trade, Agribusiness
& Industry, Ghana
09:45 AM - CULTURAL PERFORMANCE/ VIDEO
10:00 AM
10:00 AM - Keynote Address H.E Wamkele Mene - The
10:15 AM Secretary General of the AfCFTA
Secretariat, Ghana
10:15 AM - Welcoming the Guest of Honour Hon. Abla Dzifa Gomashie -
10:20AM Minister of Tourism, Culture, and
Creative Arts, Ghana
10:20 AM - Official Opening by Guest of His Excellency, John Dramani
11:00 AM Honour Mahama - President of the
Republic of Ghana
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11:00 AM - PHOTO SESSION
11:30 AM

11:30 AM - THOUGHT-LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE - Hon. Abla Dzifa Gomashie -
12:30PM Minister of Tourism, Culture,
Expanding  Africa’s  Creative and Creative Arts, Ghana

Economy through Tourism, Film,
Media, and Digital Innovation - Ms. Emily Mburu-Ndoriq,
linkages Director of Trade in Services,
Investment, Intellectual
Property Rights & Digital Trade
(DTIID), AfCFTA Secretariat

- Hon Abdoulie Jobe - Minister
of Tourism and Gambia

- Ms. Otsetswe K. Koboyankwe
- Acting Chief Executive
Officer, National Arts Council
of Botswana

- Mr. Osahon Akpata, CEO
CANEX Creations
Incorporated, Egypt

Moderator: Ms. Ama Konadu,
Project Manager, Producer, and
Facilitator

12:30 PM - FILM SCREENING - SELECTED FILMMAKERS AND PRODUCERS
13:30PM
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14:30 PM - THOUGHT-LEADERSHIP DIALOGUE - Ms. Theresa Oparebea
15:30 PM Ayoade - Co-founder and
Harnessing the AfCFTA for Film, CEQ, Charterhouse
Fashion, and Music: Addressing Productions, Ghana
Trade Barriers, Policy Gaps, and
Investment Opportunities to grow - Ms. Marie Chantal Mazoume
Africa’s Creative Economy. — Director, Creatives and
Cultural Industries, Cameron
- Ms. Rita Ngenzi - Founding
Director, Africa Creatives
Alliance, Uganda
- Mr. Gideon Aryeequaye - CEO,
Creative Arts Agency, Ghana
- Ms. Kefa Hussein Igilo -
Filmmmaker and TV Producer,
Tanzania
- Mr. Munyaradzi ‘Munya’
Chidzonga - Actor and
filmmaker, Zimbabwe
Moderator — Ms. Marielle Barrow
Maignan, PhD - President and
Editor-in-Chief, Caribbean
InTransit, Trinidad and Tobago
15:30 PM - CULTURAL PERFORMANCE [ VIDEO
15:40 PM
15:45 PM - FIRE SIDE CHAT - Mr. Mike Otieno - Co-Founder
16:15 PM & President, Wowzi, Kenya
Unleashing the  Power  of
Storytelling: The driver for Moderator - Ms. Mariam K.
result-oriented intra-African A-Buahin,  Chief Operating

trade through Africa’s creatives Officer, Akuna Group, Ghana
content creation - Film, Music,
Fashion Digital Content and
tourism.
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16:15 PM - INSPIRING GLOBAL ATTRACTION: - Mr. Melchy Obiang - Film
17:00 PM Director and Screen Writer,
Exploiting African films, music, Gabon
fashion and culture in bolstering
Brand Africa’'s soft power in the - Mr. Xavier Edwards - Artist,
global marketplace Trinidad and Tobago

- Mr. Joel 'Kachi Benson -
Emmy Award Winning
Documentary Filmmaker [/ VR
Creator, Nigeria

- Mr. Kevin Okeyo, Co-founder
& CEO, Mediakits.io, Kenya

Moderator — Mr. Sam Larra -
Programs Lead, 24-hour
Economy Secretariat, Ghana

19:00 PM - 22:00 PM

FILM SCREENINGS
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FILM SCREENING SESSION PARTICIPANTS

Mrs. Folashayo Oke
Sobo (Nigeria)

Ms. Nicole
Amarteifio (Ghana)

SESSION THEME PARTICIPANT DESIGNATION /
(COUNTRY) ORGANISATION
Filmmakers Panel|[C ontinental|- Ms. Natasha |- Director |/ Producer
Discussion Collaboration & Craveiro (Cape (Kori Kaxoru Films)
Ecosystems Verde)
Afternoon Session Producer  (Zebra
12:30 PM - 13:30 PM - Ms. Njoki Muhoho Production)
(Kenya)

Co-founder/Head
of Production (Suss
Productions)

TV
Producer/Filmmake
r (An African City
LTD)

Mrs. Folashayo Oke
Sobo (Nigeria)

Mr. Melchy Obiang
(Gabon)
Mr. Nana Kofi
Asihene (Ghana)

Ms. Nicole Amartefio
(Ghana)

Evening Session1 | Narrative Sovereignty | - Ms. Natasha Director [ Producer
Craveiro (Cape (Kori Kaxoru Films)
(1 Hour) Verde)

Co-founder/Head of
Production  (Suss
Productions)

Film Director (Les
Studio’ s
Montparnasse)

Creative
Director/Filmmaker
(NKACC/Bravado)

TV
Producer/Filmmake
r (An African City
LTD)
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Mr. Fela Oke
(Nigeria/Diaspora)

Ms. Emonena
Abenabe Akwara
(Nigeria)

Mr. Jesse

Sunkwa-Mills
(Ghana)

Mr. Kwaku Kwakye
Ampong (Ghana)
Ms. Njoki Muhoho
(Kenya)

SESSION THEME PARTICIPANT DESIGNATION /
(COUNTRY) ORGANISATION
Evening Session 2 [Film as Continental| - Mr. Ulrich Thabo Producer/ Director
Trade Bopape (South (Afrika Kuinuka)
(1 Hour) Africa)

Founder/ Director
(Hyphen8 Media
Partners Ltd.)

Co-Producer
(David Akwara
Films)

Exec. Sec. & CEO
(Mills Media)

Filmm maker
(Kornerstonez
Media productions)

Producer (Zebra
Production)
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09:00 AM - CREATIVE/CULTURAL /| MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

09:15 AM

09:15 AM - Facilitating Mobility for Tourism, - Mr.Jermaine Tumelo Besten -
10:30 AM Cultural and Creatives CEO, WWP Group, South Africa

Professionals

- Ms. Keitumetse Setlang - CEO,
Botswana Tourism
Organisation

- Mr. Olayiwola Awakan -

Nigerian Tourism
Development Authority
(NTDA)

- Mr. Frank Murangwa,

Regional Director: Africa, ICCA
- International Congress and
Convention Association,
Rwanda

- Ms. Maame Afua Houadjeto -
CEO, Ghana Tourism Authority

- Mr. Tshifhiwa Tshivhengwa -
CEQ, Tourism Business
Council, South Africa & Interim,
Chairperson, Africa Tourism
Private Sector Alliance.

Moderator: Prof. Kobby Mensah -
CEQ, Ghana Tourism
Development Company
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10:30 AM - Financing Africa’s Creative - Mr. Felix Chege - CEO, Readl
11:30 AM Businesses (Film, Music and Sources Africa and AfCFTA
Fashion) revolution Trading Company, Kenya

- Mr. Simon Madjie - CEO,
Ghana Investment Promotion
Centre,

- Mr. Ivan Quashigah - Board
Chairman, National Film
Authority, Ghana

- Ms. Ana Ballo - Filmmaker
and Director RTI Distribution,
Cote D’lvoire

- Ms. Zodwa Msimang
Kansibande - Founder and
Creative Director, Zulu
Madame, South Africa

Moderator — Ms. Laura Ekumbo -
Co-Director, LAM Sisterhood,
Kenya

11:30 AM - TEA BREAK & FILM SCREENING
11:45 AM
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11:45 AM - Digital Transformation: - Ms. JudySheila N. Mugo -
12:00 PM Embracing the Potential of Al Director of Content Pulse, East
Virtual Reality, Streaming Africa

Platforms, and the Gig Economy.

- Ms. Margareth Geddy -
Tanzanian television journalist
and wildlife filmmaker,
Tanzania

- Ms. Chadzanso Mwenda -
International Actress and Film
Distributor, Zambia

- Mr. Taye Balogun, Founder -
The NGO International Film &
Knowledge Forum, Founder,
Kenya

- Mr. Jiire Smith - Artist & Young
Talent, Nigeria [Abu Dhabi

- Mr. Kevin Okeyo - Co-founder
& CEO, Mediakits.io, Kenya

Moderator — Mr. Boniface Mwalii,
Chairman, Entertainment & Arts
Journalist Association of Kenya

12:20 AM - CREATIVES CONNECT AFRIKA FASHION RUNWAY

14:20 AM

14:30 PM — Presentations of Outcomes, Call - Mr. Rex Omar- Coordinator,
14:45 PM to Action and Closing Remarks Black Star Experience, Ghana

- Ms. Emily Mburu-Ndoria -
Director of Trade in Services,
investment, Intellectual
Property Rights & Digital Trade
(DTIID), AfCFTA Secretariat,
Ghana
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14:45 AM - THE NETWORKING LUNCH, BUSINESS TO BUSINESS AND
15:00 AM MATCHMAKING SESSIONS

19:00 AM - CULTURAL NIGHT & MUSICAL FESTIVAL
23:00 AM (TRADITIONAL ATTIRE)

PARTICIPATING MUSICIANS

NAME ORGANISATION COUNTRY
Ms Sabrina Wamba Kuegou Afrobit Productions Cameroon
Ms Yvon Meye M’essone Gabon

Mr Mohamed Yahyaoui Kassetta Morocco

Mr Jiire Smith Lab Rain Nigeria

Mr Onkabetse John Hlongwane Rosepearl Entertainment South Africa
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